
Hypothesis 

Teaching grade prep students one and two event sentences and exploring 

aspects of oral language will improve listening comprehension. 

 

The intervention consisted of ten teaching sessions each of forty-minute duration. The 

teaching was directed to a whole class of Grade Prep students, with eight students 

selected for pre and post-testing within this class group. Students in the control group 

continued to participate in the regular classroom Literacy program. Following the ten 

sessions, children in the intervention group and control group were re-assessed using the 

same tests that were initially administered. Unfortunately due to other school commitments 

the ten teaching lessons did not take place consecutively. They were in fact taught on 

various days over a four-week period.  

 

The lessons were designed so teachers could use them for whole class instruction. 

 

The ten lessons were based on the following books:  

1. We’re going on a bear hunt (Michael Rosen) 

2. Come on Daisy (Jane Simmons) 

3. A lion in the night (Pamela Allen) 

4. Clive eats alligators (Alison Lester)  



The lessons were administered as follows: 

Session 1 Focus Teaching  Activity 
 
We’re 
going on a 
bear hunt 
By Michael 
Rosen 
 

Focusing on 
introducing synonyms 
to extend vocabulary. 

Teacher shows children 
front cover of text and 
asks children to name 
some of the objects. 
Teacher discusses how 
we use other words that 
mean the same. 

Children produce 
synonyms for different 
objects on picture. 
Children formulate 
different one-event 
sentences using 
synonyms from list. 

 

Session 2 Focus Teaching  Activity 
 
We’re 
going on a 
bear hunt 
By Michael 
Rosen 
 

To introducing 
synonyms to extend 
vocabulary. 

Teacher revises 
synonyms generated in 
previous lesson. 
Teacher models one-
event sentences using 
synonyms from previous 
lesson. Children repeat 
sentences.  

Children formulate 
different one-event 
sentences using 
synonyms from list. 

 

Session 3 Focus Teaching Activity 
 
We’re 
going on a 
bear hunt 
By Michael 
Rosen 
 

Focusing on action 
words and the role 
they play in one-event 
sentences.  
 
 
 

Teacher reads text with 
action words. 
Make a list of action 
words. Discuss purpose 
of action words in the 
text.  

Children act out action 
words: climb, trip, 
stumble, tumble, roll. 
 

 
Session 4 Focus Teaching  Activity 

We’re 
going on a 
bear hunt 
By Michael 
Rosen 
 
 

Focusing on an action 
and thinking of a 
sentence to describe 
the action.  
 

Teacher models the text 
on the page and talks to 
the children about what 
was happening in the 
pictures.  
Children repeat the 
phrase and think about 
what it means.  

Children formulate 
different one-event 
sentences describing 
the action. 
E.g. The boy can climb 
up the tree. 

 

Session 5 Focus Teaching  Activity 
 
Come on 
Daisy 
By Jane 
Simmons 
 
 
 
 
 

Focusing on teaching 
rephrasing using one 
idea. 

Teacher models the text 
on the page and talks to 
the children about what 
was happening in the 
pictures.  
Children repeat the 
phrase and think about 
what it means.  

Children talked to a 
friend about the 
meaning of the phrase 
or acted it out.  
Children formulate 
different ways of 
phrasing the text. 



 
Session 6 Focus Teaching Activity 
 
Come on 
Daisy 
By Jane 
Simmons 
 
 
 
 
 

Focusing on teaching 
rephrasing using one 
idea. 

Teacher models the text 
on the page and talks to 
the children about what 
was happening in the 
pictures.  
Children repeat the 
phrase and think about 
what it means.  

Children talked to a 
friend about the 
meaning of the phrase 
or acted it out.  
Children formulate 
different ways of 
phrasing the text. 

 

Session 7 Focus Teaching  Activity 
 
A Lion in 
the night 
By Pamela 
Allen 
 
 
 
 

Moving from one-event 
sentences to two-event 
sentences. Linking 
sentences with the 
word and. 

Teacher models the text 
on the page and talks to 
the children about 
linking sentences using 
the word and. 
Children repeat 
sentences.  

Children use pictures 
from the story to link 
sentences using the 
word and. 
 

 

Session 8  Focus Teaching  Activity 
 
A Lion in 
the night 
By Pamela 
Allen 
 

Moving from one-event 
sentences to two-event 
sentences. Linking 
sentences with the 
word and. 

Teacher models the text 
on the page and talks to 
the children about 
linking sentences using 
the word and. 
Teacher models 
sentences from text and 
children repeat. 

Children link the text to 
their own personal lives. 
E.g. Thomas pushed in 
his chair and got his 
lunch. 
 

 

Session 9 Focus Teaching  Activity 

 
Clive eats 
Alligators 
By Alison 
Lester 
 
 

Linking sentences with 
the word but. 
 

Teacher models the text 
on the page and talks to 
the children about 
linking sentences using 
the word but. 
Children repeat 
sentences.  

Children use pictures 
from the story to link 
sentences using the 
word but. 
 

 

Session 10 Focus Teaching  Activity 
 
Clive eats 
Alligators 
By Alison 
Lester 
 
 
 

Linking sentences with 
the word but. 
 

Teacher models the text 
on the page and talks to 
the children about 
linking sentences using 
the word but. 
Teacher models 
sentences from text and 
children repeat. 

Children link the text to 
their own personal lives. 
E.g. Clive eats alligators 
but Thomas eats toast. 
 



Teaching Procedure 
 

SESSION 1 
 
 

TEXT: We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen 
 

Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Explain to the children that they are going to think of other ways of 
saying sentences as this would help them to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
Revise at beginning of each session 
 

Synonyms 
(10 minutes) 

 
Show children the front cover of We’re going on a Bear Hunt by Michael 
Rosen. 
Ask children to identify the different objects in the picture. Label each 
object. Ask if they can say any other words that mean the same. Model 
to children “ you told me there is a dad in the picture. I can also say 
‘father’- it means the same. 
Write the children’s synonyms under the labeled objects. 
Children repeat the words and synonyms. 
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 
 

 
Ask children what is happening in the picture? Provide sentence starter, 
e.g. “ The girl is…” Scaffold and model the correct grammatical structure 
of shared examples using one-event sentences.  Children to repeat 
sentences. 
 

 
Action 
(5 minutes) 

 
Children listen to examples of their sentences and take turns to act them 
out. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION 2 
 

 
TEXT: We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen 

 
Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 

Synonyms 
(10 minutes) 

 
Teacher revises synonyms generated in previous lesson. 
Introduce children to the concept of one-event sentences. “We can write 
and say sentences that have one- event in them.” 
Teacher models one-event sentences using synonyms from previous 
lesson.  
Children repeat sentences. 
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 
 

 
Show children the front cover of We’re going on a Bear Hunt by Michael 
Rosen. 
Ask children what is happening in the picture? Provide sentence starter, 
e.g. “ The man is…” Scaffold and model the correct grammatical 
structure of shared examples using one-event sentences.  Children to 
repeat sentences. 
 

 
Action 
(5 minutes) 

 
Children listen to examples of their sentences and take turns to act them 
out. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION 3 
 

 
TEXT: We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen 

 
Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 
Read We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen 

Synonyms 
(10minutes) 

 
Teacher reads text with action words. 
Make a list of action words that were read in the text. climb, trip, 
stumble, tumble, roll, went. 
Discuss purpose of action words in the text. “These words tell us what 
action is being used in the sentence.” 
Children repeat action words.  
Teacher models synonyms for action words and children suggest others.  
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 
 

 
Ask children to think of a one-event sentence using one of the action 
words. Provide sentence starter, e.g. “ The man is…” Scaffold and 
model the correct grammatical structure of shared examples using one-
event sentences.  Children to repeat sentences. 
 

 
Action 
(5 minutes) 

 
Children act out action words: climb, trip, stumble, tumble, roll and 
went. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SESSION 4 

 
 

TEXT: We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen 
 

Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 

 
Teacher models the text on the page and talks to the children about 
what was happening in the pictures.  
Children to think of a one-event sentence using one of the action words. 
Provide sentence starter, e.g. “ The man is…” Scaffold and model the 
correct grammatical structure of shared examples using one-event 
sentences.  Children to repeat sentences. 
 

Action 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Children listen to examples of their sentences and take turns to act them 
out. 
 

Listening 
comprehension 
(10 minutes) 

 
Teacher reads text We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen. 
Children retell events in the story using one-event sentences. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SESSION 5 
 

 
TEXT: Come on Daisy by Jane Simmons 

 
Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 

Synonyms 
(10 minutes) 

 
Show children the front cover of Come on Daisy by Jane Simmons 
Ask children what Daisy is doing? Ask if they can say any other words 
that mean the same. Model to children “ you told me Daisy is standing 
on the lily pad in the picture. I can also say ‘resting- it means the same. 
List the children’s synonyms and repeat sentences. 
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 
 

 
Teacher reads the sentence Mama duck says, “You must stay close, 
Daisy.” Ask the children “What does that mean? What would it mean if 
your mum said that to you?”  
Children suggest what the phrase might mean. Children suggest 
different ways of saying this phrase. Model for and encourage the 
children to give a complete sentence.  
Talk about the meaning of this sentence and ask the children if this 
matches the original text.  
As each sentence is suggested, model it to the class to ensure it is 
grammatically correct (the tenses are consistent.)  
 

 
Action 
(5 minutes) 

 
As each sentence is suggested, model it to the class to ensure it is 
grammatically correct (the tenses are consistent.)  
Write the correct phrasing of each sentence given on the board and read 
them together with the class.  
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION 6 
 

 
TEXT: Come on Daisy by Jane Simmons 

 
Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 

Teacher reads the sentences “Daisy is watching the fish. 
Daisy is talking to a frog.” Ask the children “What does that mean?  
Children suggest what the phrase might mean. Children suggest 
different ways of saying this phrase. Model for and encourage the 
children to give a complete sentence.  
Talk about the meaning of this sentence and ask the children if this 
matches the original text.  
As each sentence is suggested, model it to the class to ensure it is 
grammatically correct (the tenses are consistent.)  
 
 

Action 
(5 minutes) 
 

As each sentence is suggested, model it to the class to ensure it is 
grammatically correct (the tenses are consistent.)  
Write the correct phrasing of each sentence given on the board and read 
them together with the class.  
 
 

 
Listening 
comprehension 
(10 minutes) 

 
Teacher reads text Come on Daisy by Jane Simmons  
Children retell events in the story using one-event sentences. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION 7 
 

 
TEXT: The Lion in the Night by Pamela Allen 

 
Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 

Synonyms 
(10 minutes) 

 
Teacher reads page 9 of The Lion in the night by Pamela Allen 
“They chased the lion.” 
“The lion that was stealing the baby.” 
Ask children to come up with different synonyms for the word chased 
and stealing. 
Repeat sentence using new synonyms.  
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 
 

 
Teacher reads the text on the page 11- 14 and talks to the children 
about linking sentences using the word and. 
Children repeat sentences from the text. 
 

 
Action 
(5 minutes) 

 
Children use pictures from the story to link sentences using the word 
and. E.g. Out of the castle and over the field. 
Children make sentences with pictures and repeat using correct 
grammatical structure. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION 8 
 

 
TEXT: The Lion in the Night by Pamela Allen 

 
Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 

Sentence work 
(10 minutes) 
 

 
Teacher reads the text on the page 15- 17 and talks to the children 
about linking sentences using the word and. 
Children repeat sentences from the text. 
 

Action 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Children link the text to their own personal lives. 
E.g. Thomas pushed in his chair and got his lunch. 
Children listen to examples of their sentences and take turns to act them 
out. 
 

Listening 
Comprehension 
(10 minutes) 
 

 
Teacher reads text The Lion in the Night by Pamela Allen 
Children retell events in the story using one and two event sentences. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION 9 
 

 
TEXT: Clive eats Alligators by Alison Lester 

 
Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 

Synonyms 
(5 minutes) 
 
 
 

Show children the front cover of Clive eats Alligators by Alison Lester 
Discuss the picture. “There are children in this picture, what is another 
word we can use for children?” 
Use the children’s synonyms and repeat sentence. 
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 
 

 
Teacher models the text on each page and talks to the children about 
linking sentences using the word but. 
Children repeat sentences. 
 

 
Action 
(10 minutes) 

 
Children use pictures from the story to link sentences using the word 
but. 
E.g. Rosie wears a cowboy hat but Tessa wears a tail. 
Children make sentences with pictures and repeat using correct 
grammatical structure. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SESSION 10 
 

 
TEXT: Clive eats Alligators by Alison Lester 

 
Activity time Description 
Introduction 
(5 minutes)   

 
Revise thinking of other ways of saying sentences as helps us to:  
1. Remember the story  
2. Check that the story makes sense  
 
Revise text Clive eats Alligators by Alison Lester. 
 

Sentence work 
(15 minutes) 
 
 

 
Teacher revises the text on each page and talks to the children about 
linking sentences using the word but. 
Teacher models sentences and children repeat sentences. 
 

 
Action 
(15 minutes) 

 
Children suggest sentences that link the text to their own personal lives. 
E.g. Clive eats alligators but Thomas eats toast  
Children make sentences with repeat using correct grammatical 
structure. 
Children listen to each other’s sentences and take turns to act them out. 
 

Listening 
Comprehension 
(10 minutes) 

 
Teacher reads text Clive eats Alligators by Alison Lester 
Children retell events in the story using one and two event sentences. 
 

Review 
(5 minutes) 
 

 
Discuss and review lesson. Children verbalise what we have learnt 
during the lesson. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


